SUPREME ACHIEVEMENT

who after I had observed him at Croisilles, had become my
acting Adjutant.

Apart from the organization prescribed for the Establishment,
I formed a Scout Section of twenty-five selected, specially trained
young soldiers, and a troop of twelve mounted orderlies, while
I selected for my orderly-room staff the picked brains of the
Battalion, among whom was J. H. Thompson, the head clerk of
a well-known firm of solicitors, who not only fdlfilled the duties
of orderly-room sergeant, but was actually the " Pooh-ba " of
the Division.

There is no doubt whatever that my own was the first Machine-
Gun Battalion formed, for as it is noted, within two hours of the
receipt of the order, the Battalion was on the march into action
with every appointment filled, and its War Establishment
complete : an admirable beginning to a battalion in which
promptitude of action played a prominent part.

I had a reputation for sweating my officers and for never
punishing a man. And I think I fairly lived up to it,

We remained in the line at Passchendaele, at which there was
very little activity on the part of the enemy. But on the sgth
March the storm broke on the front of the 5th Army. The
Division was withdrawn from the line and we were moved by
bus and train to Lattre St. Quentin. Very little news filtered
through except that the enemy had made attacks upon a
stupendous scale ; and rolling up the 4th and 5th Armies had
almost broken our line, and that of the French; and was ad-
vancing rapidly on the road to Paris.

We remained in our concentration area for two days ; but
at 7 p.m. on the loth orders were received to proceed by tactical
trains to the Gaestre area. My battalion was hurried into wagons
behind a snorting engine, divested of its transport, but with all
our guns and ammunition boxes. Near St. Pol, a great shell hit
the train, and killed forty of my men, cooped up in one cattle
wagon.

We detrained at Meteren at 10 p.m. on the nth April. At
10.30 on the morning of the i2th, seated in a placid farm-house,
with my battalion bivouacked in a pasture among cows and
poultry, I received orders to have a reconnaissance made. I
took out three cyclist patrols from my Scouts and reconnoitred
due south of Meteren and to Oostersteene. Here large numbers
of both wounded and unwounded men were in full retreat*
I observed especially the men of one Division, with their pouches